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DR. BEECHER’S LETTER TO MR. BEMAN. 


To the Editors of the New-York Observer. 
Bostox, Dec. 15, 1827. 


GexTtTLemen,—the letter I now send you has been 
often requested for publication. Uatil the present 
time I have neyer been entirely convinced that it was 
best to publish it. But recently, circumstances to 
which I need not allude, have brought me to the con- 
clusion that it is my duty to consent to its publication. 
Indeed from the principles contained in Mr. Finney’s 
Sermon, and from what | know concerning revivals 
which have taken place under his immediate auspi- 
ces, | am sure that the “‘ new measures,” as they are 
justly called, though not unattended with some good, 
do nevertheless introduce into revivals another spirit, 
of whose nature and general influence those who 
countenance these measures seem not to be aware. 

It is a spirit of fanaticism, of spiritual pride, censo- 
riousness, and insubordination to the order of the 
Gospel, which, if not met by the timely and decided 
disapprobatiou of ministers and churches, threatens 
to become one of the greatest evils which is likely to 
befall the cause of Christ. 

In this opinion | am confirmed by all I have seen 
or heard, from the commencement of these evils to 
the present day. For many who differ from me I 
have cherished sentiments of high estimation and do 
still cherish them, with the exception of what appears 
to me adangerous mistake in respect to the “ new 
measures” for promoting Revivals of Religion. 

Nor is it my wish to limit the usefulness of Mr. Fin- 
ney. My constant desire is, that he may be more 
useful in time to come: and [ have no doubt he may 
become more useful than ever, if he will cease from 
and disavow those peculiarities which have not been 
the cause of his usefulness, and by rendering good 
men justly afraid of him, have constantly thrown im- 
pediment in the way of his success. 

1 am respectfully yours, 
LYMAN BEECHER. 


Boston, January, 1827. 


Dear Brotuer,—It is some time since I have 
been rejoicing in the revivals of the West,—as I 
had hoped, the beginning of a new era in revivals, 
in respect to rapidity and universality. 1 had he- 
gun to anticipate as the result, such a power of 
mioral sentiment in the West, as, in alliance with 
New England and other parts of the church, 
might ere long raise a rampart around the Sab- 
bath, and check the burning tide of intemperance, 
and the progress of heresy and error. 

It is not until recently that a rumor has floated 
on the breeze to excite solicitude. But first by a 
paragraph in the Christian Register, I was alarm- 


ed; and since, by unquestionable information 
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from eye-witnesses and friends of the work, my 
fears have been greatly increased, that Satan, as 
usual, is plotting to dishonor a work whioh he can- 
not withstand. Far be it from me, at this distance, 
to write a letter of advice, much less of reproof, 
I can only pour out my thoughts, from my heart, 
into your bosom, upon such general topics as 
seem to be in the neighborhood of danger, and 
ask your candid and prayerful attention to the 
subject ; and I feel the more emboldened to hope 
that my motives will be duly appreciated and my 
suggestions regarded, from the consideration that 
I have not heretofore fallen under the imputation 
of a temporising policy, nor been suspected, I be 

lieve, of cowardice. 

Allow me then, with as little circumlocution as 
possible, to speak my thoughts upon several top- 
ics:—I have confidence in the piety and talents 
of brother Finney, and have no doubt that he 
brings the truth of God to bear on the conscience 
with uncommon power, and in a manner highly 
calculated to arouse the public mind, and awaken, 
and convince ofsin, I am aware too, that minis- 
ters and churches in their ordinary staie, compar- 
ed with the spirit of a revival, are deplorably luke- 
warm, and often need strong measures, to bring 
them up to the point of even prudent zeal, and 
such as is indispensable to a powerlul work of 
divine grace. I also fully believe, that means ad- 
equate to this end, though ever so prudently ap- 
plied, must be such as sumetimes will offend hyp- 
ocrites and cold hearted professors, who are not 
reclaimed by them. I can perceive also, that 
ministers, from a variety of causes, are liable to 
perform their duty less faithfully towards men of 
wealth, honor, and high stations, than with refer. 
ence to persous in a more humble condition ; and 
[am aware that more directness and plainness 
may in most and probably all cases be employed, 
than is employed to affect that class of the com- 
munity, whose influence would be so saiuiary to 
the cause of Christ, 

I have no doubt that the promises of God, in 
respect to prayer, include much more than has 
commonly been apprehended, and that a chief 
means of promoting those revivals which are to 
bring down the mountains, and exalt the vallies, 
and introduce the Millennium, isto be found in 
more comprehensive anc correct views concern- 
ing the efficacy of prayer. Yet still I am satisfied, 
that there is no subject on which ardent minds are 
more liable to adopt hasty, and to some extent 
false opinions, which may lead to pernicious ef 
fects. [am sure, that much has prevailed on the 
subject of the prayer of faith, as being in accord- 
ance with my views, which I should disavow and 
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exceedingly disapprove. I am persuaded also, 
that the truths of the Gospel may be commended 
to the consciences of all men, both from the pul 
pit and in general addresses, with more directness 
and power than they are wont to be by ministers 
generally ; aod I am sure that during a revival they 
can be pressed with a closeness and pungency that 
would not be endured, and might be inexpedient, in 
other circumstances. 1 am sensible also, that the 
truth cannot be brought to bear simultaneously up- 
on the consciences of an extended community, 
without producing great emotion, and producing 
and. justifying extraordinary efforts to obtain and 
to Comimunicate religious instruction by meetings 
of increased frequency, and 1 am not afiaid of 
poverty or famine from any efforts which men wil/ 
make to save their souls. 
* Lam persuaded too, from the close alliance be- 
tween the moral and social movements of our na- 
ture, that some degree of imperfection and indis- 
cretion may be as inseparable from a sudden and 
powerful revival of religion, as it is from every 
other sudden and powerful movement of human 
feeling ; and I am utterly fearless of any of the or 
dinary defects of a revival on which the enemy 
hang all their hopes of successful opposition. We 
might as well object to commerce or agriculture, 
until the entire businesspof a nation shall be by 
every man performed with perfect discretion, as 
to condemn revivals of religion, because impe- 
rfect and sinful beings, when strongly and justly 
excited, are not perfect in discretion 

No.man appreciates more highly than T do, the 
importance of ardent, powerful, and fearless 
preaching, as a means of promoting revivals; o1 
would deprecate more than I should, a cold heart. 
ed, timid prudence, which would extinguish zeal 
and weaken the power of holy men, when they 
are constrained by the love of Chiist and the ter- 
rors of the Lord. 

But the more important revivals of religion are, 
the more should we deprecate all needless repell- 
ances in the manner of conducting them ; and the 
deeper the wave of public feeling which is rolled 
up by the breath of the Almighty, the greater is 
the danger and the more injurious the effect of 
mismanagement. The ship pressed by mighty 
winds upon the mountain wave, needs a keen eye 
and a vigorous arm, as a slight movement of sail 
or helm way produce instantaneous svipwreck. 
Besides, revivals usually include but a small part 
of the entire community, and however well con- 
ducted, are destined to meet a re-action when they 
have passed away. The world will attempt to re 
gain its lost dominion, and with a disposition to 
take ample vengeance for past annoyance and 
self-denial ; with litthe injurious effect however, 
if the revival has not materially overstepped the 
bounds of real propriety, but with tremendous re- 
action if it has. 

In the indiscretion of Davenport may be traced 
not only the suspension of the revival in this city 
80 years ago, when he came here and began to 
denounce the ministers as unconverted men; but 
those indelible prejudices against revivals which 
made old Calvinists formal, Semi-calvinists Ar- 
minians, Arminians Unitarians, and Unitarians 
Universalists, The great Eastern defection was 
produced by the indiscretions of the friends of re- 
vivals, as much as by any one cause. 
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churches in which there has not for 80 years been 
a common evening lectuie, and cannot be, owing 
solely to the extravagance of revivals which took 
place almost a century ago. 

The following are the subjects upon which | 
would suggest a few thonghts : 

I. The hasty recognition of persons as convert- 
ed upon their ow judgment, without interroga- 
tion or evidence. Revivais may become so great 
and rapid, as to make it proper that those experi- 
encing a change, in the course of a day, should 
meet in one place, not to be recognised as con- 
verts, but to be exainined, cautioned, and ivstruct- 
ed: fur the more powerful and rapid is the work 
of grace in a community, the more certain is the 
existence of sympathy and all the causes of self- 
deception; and the more imperions the wecessity 
of caution, unless we would replenish the church 
with hypocrites, to keep her agitated by discipline, 
or covered with shame by the neglect of it. 

II. Severe and repelling mode of preaching and 





conversing with stupid and awakened sinners, giv- 
ing a predominance to the awful and terriffic traits 
of the divine character and administration. It is 
a partial exhibition of the divine character and of 
the Gospel, and though it may be connected with 
success, it is because God in his mercy works by 
means of great relative imperfection, and not be- 
cause it is the “more excellent way.” It hasa 
tendency to produce a defective and unlovely 
state of Christian feeling, a state of predomi- 
nant severity instead of compassion and kindness. 
The human mind is more affected by kindness 
than by severity; and though I have preached 
much the terrors of the Lord, it has been always 
with little effect, only as the justice of God, aud 
his mercy, and the “sinner’s obduracy and ingrati- 
tude, have been exhibited in close alliance. I 
have not found naked terror to do much execution, 
either as the means of awakening men, or produ- 
cing submission. It is the Law in the hands of a 
Mediator. Itis the uplifted sword of justice while 
Jesus invites and entreats and draws with the 
hands of love, which alarms, convinces of sin, and 
subdues the heart. 

II. Assuming without sufficient evidence, that 
persons are unconverted. We may not possess 
any evidence that a person is pious, and it may be 
highly probable that he is not ; but probabilities do 
not render it expedient to assume the fact as cer- 
tain, because we enter on ground which we can- 
not maintain, and assume the appearance of cen- 
soriousness, calculated needlessly to awaken pre- 
judice and augment the phalanx of oppossuion. It 
is also wholly a superfluous evil. For why should 
we incur the responsibility of pronouncing a ian 
unconverted, when a few questions, respectiully 
proposed, would obtain the data requisite tor a 
close application, with deeper conviction, and less 
repellancy. 

1V. The application of harsh and provoking 
epithets, which, though they may be true in some 
theological sense, are, as they would naturally be 
understood, a violation of civilized decorum and 
of Christian courtesy. The application to men, 
of all the epithets which their character in the 
sight of God might justify, would constitute a hell 
upon earth. It would be the action and re-action 
of provocation and insult; it would prostrate all 
the valuable distinctions of socety, and violate all 
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to whom honor is due, and of being kindly affec- 
tionate, and gentle, and courteous. It would ren- 
der the members of the same family, and the 
members of the same community, hateful and ha- 
ting one another. Should pious pareuts address 
their unconverted offspring as serpents and a gen- 
eration of vipers, or pious children assail the ears 
of their unconverted parents with the epithets of 
Atheists, rebels, enemies of God, children of the 
Devil; any, but the @ons of peace might be ex- 
pected to dwell in the family; and should such 
provoking epithets be hurled at each other by 
members of the same community, it might quali 

fythem sooner for Billingsgate than for the church 
of God. Should an unsettled minister of the Gos- 
pel, powerful in talents and zeal, and aided by 
success, carry himself sword in hand through the 
community in this overbearing style, we are not 
to suppose that settled ministers can with impuni- 
ty do the same, or that any man can do it perma 

nently with impunity. For, emboldened by suc- 
cess, either he will be lifted up of pride and fall 
into the snare of the devil, or venturing on from 
one impropriety to another, the sensibilities of the 
community, goaded to desperation, will make a 
stand, and re-act, and sweep him away. 

V. Another evil to be deprecated by such unu- 
sual treatment of mankind, is its tendency to pro 
duce unitators, who, without the moral power, will 
ofier the same provocation, and be treated by av 
indignant community as the seven sons of Sceva 
were treated by the unclean spirits.—“ Jesus we 
know, and Paul we know, but who are ye ?” 

There is nothing in the exainple of our Sav- 
iour, or of the apostles, to authorize an address 
so calculated to exasperate. Did our Lord call 
the young ruler an Atheist ora Devil? It was 
only when a course of open opposition to truth 
and evidence bad indicated desperate wickedness, 
and produced reprobation, that our Lord assumed 
the language of severe rebuke, and terrific denun- 
ciation : and even in this, he acted as the Omnis- 
cient Judge, and not asa mere man. Generally 
his-intercourse with sinful men is marked with 
compassionate dignity; and even were his ad- 
dress direct and severe, it would not follow that 
we might safely imitate, It was predicted of him, 
that he should not lift up his voice nor cry; a 
bruised reed shall he not break, nor quench the 
smoking flax, until he shall bring forth judgment 
unto victory, i. e. he should deal so kindly and 
tenderly with awakened sinners, as would veither 
discourage nor enrage them, but carry on the 
work to salvation. The example of Paul is 
fraught with instruction on this subject. For 
though the man never lived who possessed more 
moral courage, or struck home with more direct- 
ness and power upon the conscience, yet no one 
ever manifested inore dexterity or care to avoid 
the repellances of prejudice, or rousing vp against 
himself the irritation of unsanctified feeling ; and 
whenever it became indispensable to administer 
repreef, he forbears to sinite, until by every possi- 
ble preparation of kindness, he had insured its sal- 
utary influence and prevented injurious re-action. 
If he must smite, it is not until he had bound the 
culprit with cords of love, and even then the chas- 
tisement is applied with so much regret as is cal 
culated rather to break the heart of the sufferer 
than to enrage it; and in this he consulted the 
dictates of a sound philosophy, as much as he did 
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the dictates of his benevolent heart. It is certain- 
ly anew discovery, that prejudice and hatred and 
anger have become the salutary causes in pre-dis- 
posing the mind of a sinner for the reception of 
the truth; and if notwithstanding hard names and 
provoking buffetings, be is awakened and convert- 
ed, how much more certainly might the same 
event have been looked for, had these repellances 
been allowed to sleep, while the same amount of 
merciful directness and earnestness had been ap- 
plied to his conscience and his heart. 

Nor are we to suppose that the sovereignty of 
God may be relied on alike in the neglect, as in 
the use of the most suitable means of interesting 
and affecting the human mind; for sovereignty 
consists in rescuing men without reference to le- 
gal or moral desert; but not in doing it without 
means, or in a way that supersedes the necessity of 
discretion, and does violence to all the laws of the 
human mind. He can save and does save by 
meaus of great relative imperfection; but it is by 
that which is good in them, and not by that which 
is defective, and affords no evidence that still 
greater good might not have been expected, had 
means been more wisely adapted and better ap- 
plied. 

The laws of the human mind are not to be out- 
raged in preaching the Gospel, or the depravity 
of the heart needlessly roused and brought out ia- 
to virulent action against man and God; and 
though those who themselves were exercised in 
this dreadful manner, are apt to imagine that all 
inust fee! just as they felt, and to preach with ref- 
erence to the production of such horrid feelings, it 
is both needless and injurious to do it. There is 
impediment enough in man while the rage of his 
enmity sleeps, to forbid the exciting of its extreme 
violence, and enough to inspire compassion for 
the sinnegs, withont involving him in new disabili- 
ties by arraying against him the exasperated pow- 
er of his depravity : and if some are saved not- 
withstanding, there is no reason to doubt that ma- 
ny are destroyed by such treatment, who might 
otherwise have been saved. 

The following may serve as specimens of the 
Aposile’s mode of preaching the Gospel and deal- 
ing withmen. At Ephesus he served the Lord 
for three years with all humility of mind, and ceas- 
ed not to warn every one night and day, with tears, 
At Athens, he reasoned with the philosophers on 
Mars’ hill, in a way that was neither harsh ner ab- 
iupt, but courteous and yet direct and powerful, 
To the Corinthian church, which had sinned great- 
ly, he says, “IT write not these things to shame 
you, but as my beloved sons | warn you. Where- 
fore, I beseech you, be ye followers of me.” And 
in his second epistle, * Out of mucti affliction and 
anguish of heart I wrote unto you, with many tears 
not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might 
know the love which I have more abundantly unto 
you, and though | made you sorry with a letter, I 
do not repent, though I did repent.” 

His care to allay and to avoid exciting preju- 
dice, and to conciliate favor by a watchful accom- 
modation of traih to the character, capacity, and 
condition of his hearers, is beautifully described in 
1 Cor. iv. 9—21. Because the Gospel was true 


and all were sinners, he did not treat them all 
alike ; “ Though I be free from all men, yet have 
I made myself the servant of all, that I might gain 
The same treatment would not at- 
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swer for all: “To the Jews I became asa Jew, 
to them without law as without law, to the weak 
became I as weak, that I might gain the week. | 
ain made all things to all men, that I might by all 
means save some; and this I do for the Gospel’s 
sake.” To ihe Galetians, endangered by false 
teachers, he says, “ My little children, of whom I 
travail in birth again, until Christ be forined in 
you.” The directions to Timothy, who was a 
young man, are, “ Rebuke not an Elder, but en- 
treat him as a father, and the younger men as 
brethren, the elder women as mothers, the young- 
er as sisters, with all purity.” He had no notion 
that a young man, even as eminent as Timothy, 
should undertake to break down miristers. “ Ani! 
the servant of the Lord twust not strive, but be 
enitle unto all, apt to teach, patient, in meekness 
instructing them that oppose theinselves,” &c.— 
The epistle of Paul to Philewon displays a con. 
suinmate knowledge of the humaw heart, and is an 
unrivalled specimen of the most dexterous, deli- 
cate, and touching application of moral power ; 
and illustrates perfectly the precept, “be ye as 
wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” When 
the Apostles used pointed and severe expressions, 
it was only in desperate cases. As inspired men, 
they were authorized by God to inflict disease 
and death, and to utter the imost awful impreca- 
tions of divine vengeance, but they recognize 
themselves always as the mere agents of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, and not as speaking themselves, or ex- 
pressing their owa feelings. Thus Ananias was 
struck dead for having lied unto the Holy Ghost, 
the Apostles being the medium through whom 
the Holy Ghost spake, and Paul “ being filled with 
the Holy Ghost,” denounced Elyimas the sorcerer, 
and inflicted blindness upon him. When other 
men are filled in like manner with the Holy 
Ghost, and can work miracles in attestation of it, 
they may address, when God directs, individuals 
in the same manner. The martyr Stephen in the 
early part of his address was kind and concilia- 
ting. It was not until their incorrigibleness was 
manifest, and “he filled with the Holy Ghost,” 
that he uttered the fearful denunciations with 
which his speech closes. The same may be said 
of the bold address of Peter and John to the Jew- 
ish Sanhedrim, Acts iv. 10, 11, “ Being filled with 
the Holy Ghost, Peter said,” &c. i. e. spoke as di 
rected by Heaven. Paul also in his imprecation 
of destruction upon Alexander the coppersmith, is 
to be understood as denouncing the just judgment 
of God upon him, under the special guidance of 
the Spirit, and not as expressing his own vindict 
ive feelings ; aud the same may be said of the im- 
recations recorded in the Psalms and in the 
Prophets. In common cases, these men were 
kind and gentle, and more given to expostulation 
and tears, than to denunciation ; and when they 
speak in this manner, are only the organs employ- 
ed by heaven to denounce judgments upon the 
reprobate. God surely has a sight to denounce 
judgments upon the wicked, and to select his own 
instruments, as he had to exterminate the Ca 
naanites ; and sometimes the holy meu who pro- 
nounce these imprecations expressly say that they 
are authorised by God to do his “ strange work,” 
and yet they do it in “ bitterness of spirit” and on. 
ly because “ the hand of the Lord was strong up 
on them.” They therefore executed only a spe- 
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their conduct furnishes no authority to uninspired 
ministers to apply to their unconverted hearers 
generally, the same fearful language which was 
by heaven directed to be pronounced upon repro- 
bates. 

Long have infidels and scoffers triumphed in 
these imprecations, the supposed ebuilirion of 
unhallowed feeling yood men: and if they 
were recorded as an example to be adopied by 
ministers in addressing unrenewed meu general- 
ly, they do breathe avy thing rather then peace 
on earth and good will to men, and would give to 
the infidel the entire and unanswerable force of 
his objection. 

The geueral principle then is this:—men who 
hate and reject the wath, and conduct as those 
did whom God denounced, have reason to fear 
that the judgments of seprobation will come upon 
them, and the ministers of Christ may warn and 
entreat mento take heed. But until certified by 
a revelation, that an individual or a class of men 
are reprobates, he has no authority to apply to 
them, merely as ordinary sinners, the language of 
denunciation which is peculiar to reprobates ; and 
whoever observes will perceive, that so far from 
doing this, where there is a serious mind, and an 
anxious desire, and earnest seeking, they are ad- 
dressed in the language of compassion, exhorta- 
tion, warning, and entreaty.* If I might refer to 
a living instrument of good to men in the conver- 
sion of souls, of all modern men most successful, 
and who if the humility of any man was equal to 
the temptation of being called a reformer, might 
be called such, having done more to reduce to a 
science the mode of applying truth to the human 
mind, and conducting revivals, than all who prece- 
ded him, I should refer to one, who of all men 
watched with most critical carefulness to avoid 
needless provocation, and availed himself most 
carefully of every circumstance which might re- 
move hindrances, and give to truth the most un- 
obstructed efficacy, and who, at the same time, 
approached the conscience with great directness 
and power. 

IV. Female prayer in promiscuous assemblies. 
First, it isno where commanded. Secondly, it is 
no where authorized, either by precept or exam- 
ple. There is no instance in the patriarchal age, 
of women offering sacrifice as an act of worship, 
and a symbol! of prayer; and uone in the tabe: 
nacle or temple service. On the contrary, when 
on account of great judgments it was enjoined on 
females to pray, it was the wife apart, and the 
husband apart. Thirdly, female prayer in pro- 
miscuous assemblies for worship is expressly for- 


* The position that all men, because sinners, are 
therefore to be treated alike by the ministers of the 
Gospel, without respect to age, office, or station in 
society, is as much a violation of common sense, as it 
is of the plain directions of the Apostle, which exact 
reverence for age, and honor to whom honor is due ; 
especially for those who rule ever men: and if in 
monarchical governments the recognition of such dis- 
tinctions was a Christian duty, where the arm of pow 
er could punish delinquents, how much more in re- 
publican governments, where public opinion is the 
only law, and a levelling of all distinctions of society 
would be the sure presage of anarchy and absolute 
destruction. Such as in France existed for a time, 
when the sun, moon, and stars were cast to the 
ground, and fish-women and courtezans formed the 
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hidden. “I suffer not a woman to teach nor to 
usurp authority over the man ; but to be in si- 
ience.” The apostle in speaking concerning the 
order of public assemblies of Christians, and con- 
cerning prayer. “I will therefore that men pray 
every where.” It is concerning the dress of wo 

men in public assemblies that he speaks in the 
same connexion, thatthey be clothed in modest 
apparel, and with delicacy and sobriety. He then 
twice enjoins silence, and positively prohibits 
speaking. Again, 1 Cor. xiv. 34, “Let your 
women keep silence, in the churches, for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak: aud if they will 
learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at 
home, for it is a shame for a wqman to speak-in 
the church.” I know that these texts have been 
explained away ; but so have the proof texts which 
teach the divinity of Christ, the depravity of man, 
the reality of the atonement, and the necessity of 
regeveration. Any thing can be explained away 
by those who are determined to o'«y their own 
will instead of the Bible. With respect to 1 
Cor. xi. 3—16, which may be thought to imply 
that women did pray in Christian assemblies, |] 
answer, 

1. It is not so plain that they did, as it is in the 
fore cited passages, that they are forbidden; and 
ile plain is to control the obscure, and not the ob- 
scure the plain. 

2. If they did pray, it must be supposed there- 
fore that it was under the special guidance of the 
Spirit; a preternatural impulse, which amounted 
to inspiration ; for none but the Law-giver him- 
self can make exceptions to his own laws ; and this 
considered, the example, if allowed, no more 
proves that women undirected by such influence, 
should speak, than the example of Balaam proves 
that all unrenewed men should set up for prophets 
of the Lord. If women did pray, it was a case 
exempted from the general prohibition, by divine 
and not by human direction. 

8. And if the reasoning were even less con- 
clusive, it would suffice to render the lawfulness 
of female prayers doubtful, and of course to ex- 
clude thein under the rule, that if we are doubt- 
ful whether a thing is lawful, it is sinful im that 
state of uncertainty to do it. As he that doubted 
the lawfulness of eating meats, was condemned if 
in that state of mind he presumed to eat. But if 
no command had been given on this subject, [am 
of opinion that nature itself, as the Apostle says. 
is decisive on the subject. There is generally, 
and should be always, in the female character, a 
softness and delicacy of feeling which shrinks 
from the notoriety of a public performance. It is 
the guard of female virtue, and invaluable in its 
soothing, civilizing influence on man; and a 
greater evil, next to the loss of conscience and 
chastity, could not befal the female sex or the 
comnimopity at large, than to disrobe the female 
mind of those ornaments of sensibility, and clothe 
it with the rough textnre of masculine fibre. But 
no well educated female can put herself up, or be 
put up, to the point of public prayer, without the 
loss of some portion at least, of that female deli 
cacy, Which is above all price; and whoever has 
had opportunity to observe the effect of female ex- 
hortation and prayer in public, will be compelled 

to remark the exchange of softness and delicacy 
for masculine courage so desirable in man, so un- 
lovely in woman ; and if we need further testimo- 
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ny, the general chara: 41 actresses is a stand- 
ing memorial of the influence of ferme eiwcution 
for public assemblies. 
‘ = ; 
(Concluded in our nezt.) 


Destitutc.with the Scriptures. 


SUPPLYING THE DESTITUTE. 


A writer in the Richmond Visitor feeling anxious 
that the people of Virginia should redcem the pledge 
given by the mavagers of the Virginia Bible Society, 
to furnish every destitute family in the State with the 
Scriptures, recommends the following plan. 


My pride asa Virginian will not suffer me to 
doubt but that the expectation of the managers 
will be realised. Without stopping then to dis- 
cuss the importance of the subject, E shall proceed 
to make some suggestions relative to the mode of 
operations, which appear to me best calculated to 
secure its accomplishment. Each county should 
assume the responsibility of ascertaining and sup- 
plying the destitution of its owa limits. Auxilia- 
ry societies should be formed in all the counties 
where they do not already exist, and suitable 
agents should be employed, to visit each family, 
for the purpose of ascertaiming the wants of the 
destitute, and collecting from the benevolent the 
means fur supplyiwwyg them with Bibles. ‘There 
should be no delay tu tie adoption of these meas- 
ures. ‘The Societies should be formed aud the in- 
vestigation of the wants of the counties made, in 
time to report the result to the Parent Society, at 
iis annual meeting, Which takes place on the first 
Tuesday in April next; and delegates should be 
sent from eacli auxiliary to attend the meeting, 
that a grand Convention may assemble in the me- 
tropolis, not to deliberate upon a choice of evils, 
but to adopt measures which shall result in positive 
general good. 

The object is one which addresses itself to eve- 
ry denounnation of Christiaus, and politicians, and 
may be united in heartily by all, without the least 
compronnse of any of thei party peculiarities, 

Virginians! An appeal is made to your benev- 
vience aud patriotism. Wall you embrace this op- 
portunity of advancing yourselves on the scale of 
moral excellence, or will you voluntarily doom 
yourselves and your children, to a degrading infe- 
riority? While your sister States, are one and 
another, rising above you, will you be satisfied to 
vent your fruitless wailings, at the loss of your rel- 
ative weight im the Union, without an attempt to 
keep pace with them io the march of improve- 
ment? Shallthey be exalted by righteousness, 
while sin is your reproach ? Will you be content 
to groan beneath the weight of voluwtary chains, 
when but an effort is wanting to shake them from 
asound you? Will you coutinue to boast of a 
nominal freedom, while all around you testifies 
that the mind is held iw the fetiers of iguorauce, 
and man continues the slave of appetite and pas- 
ion? If so, then have the managers mistaken 
your character, and the land of Washington, Jef- 
ferson, and Henry, “ the blessed mother of us all,” 
proves recreant to the proud titles winch once dis- 
tinguished her, your chivalry is extinct, your patt- 
otism is but an empty name, and your public vir- 
tue is entombed with the fathers of your country. 
But it were mean to suspect you of tieachery to 
such a cause, you will not disappoint the hopes 
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you have raised; religion and virtue are not yet at 
80 low an ebb in Virginia, that they cannot be ral- 
lied around their own standards. The meliora- 
tion of the condition of man, has never wanted an 
advocate among us, and far be such degeneracy 
from us, Approve yourselves then worthy of the 
best days of this renowned commonwealth, and de- 
clare ut as you will that the work shall be done, and 
all doubt is at an end. 
If in any county, there should be a backward- 
ness oe the people, in forming the Society 
recommended, let some individual take upon him 
self the responsibility of the expense of exploring 
and supplying that county, ad I venture to pre- 
dict that before the payimeut of a dollar is requir- 
ed, the people will come’ forward and contend for 
a participation inthe honor, and demand the right 
of contributing their proportion of the expense of 
the undertaking. 
Again, let me recommend to auxiliaries to send 
delegates to the annua! meeting in April next, and 
let Societies within the State, which are not aux- 
iliary, but which will engage in this common 
cause, send corresponding meinbers to participate 
in the deliberations of the Virginia Society, and 
with these helps the Society can easily determine 
within how short a period the work can be accom- 
plished. B. 


—_—— - - — 


LITERARY AND THEOLOGICAL SEMI. 
NARY OF THE SOUTH. 


erary part of the institution, on its present plan, is 
designed to be a college, and inasmuch as this im- 
pression is obviously operating to the disadvantage 
of the seminary ; therefore, Resolved, if the Synod 
deem it expedient to make the alteration propos- 
ed above, that this change with the leading reasons 
for it be made known to the public. 


Ivasmuch as a nuniber of persons 
have already subscribed as donors to this institu- 
tion, under the impression and with a desire, that 
the literary departinent should be a prominent 
part of the institution ; if the Synod make the con- 
templated change, Resolved, That measures be 
taken to afford to all such subscribers, an opportu- 
nity either to continue or withdraw their subscrip- 
The Board deem this important to main- 
taiy the integrity of the Synod. 
In behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
B. M. PALMER. 
W. A. MDOWELL, § mittee. 
The forey*ng Resolutions were adopted with- 
out a dissenting voice, and the Board were direct- 
ed to have them published.— Visitor & Tel. 





BETHEL RECORDS IN NEW-YORK. 
Communicated for the NV. Y. Observer. 


Dec. 31, 1827.—In one of our Bethel ineetings, 
soon after the last report, (19th of Nov.) several 
seamen who were never with us before, spoke in 
a most animating and cheering manner. 


A’ the late meeting of the Synod of South Car- 
olina and Georgia, an important alteration was 
made in the plan of this Institution. The contem- 
plates chance and the reasons for it are assign 
ed iv the followtog extract from the minutes of the 


Tie Board of Trustees of the Seminary under 
the care of this Synod, reported— 

That ‘hey find serious objections are made to 
the Semioery on its present plan ; that these objec- 
tious are made by many of the warmest friends of 
the institution, apd who, if their objections were 


who was the mate of a ship, gave the following 
communication : “ My living, from a boy, has been 
on the ocean. TIT have until lately, had no regard 
for the salvation of my soul. I have disregarded 
every thing that had the least appearance of reli- 
gion, both on the sea and ashore. I ain now twen- 
ty-five years old. On my last voyage, I was three 
years absent from my native country. A part of 
the time, I was in the East Iodies. While there, 
I went one evening, on board of an English 
ship, and was soon catled to go under the awn- 
ing on the quarter-deck, where the captain was 
fervently engaged in prayer. This produced a 
deep impression on my mind, especially when I 


removed, would probably be found among its most 
able and efficient supporters. ‘The principal ob 
jections arise out of the present complicated form 
of the institution, embracing both Literary and 


saw al! bis crew, 80 in number, in a prostrate 
As my distress daily increased, I felt 
which I found on 


Theological departments. The Board 


therefore submit to the Syno/ the following reso. 


Res. 1. That it be recommended to the Sy- 
nod so to alter the Constitution of the contempla- 
ted Seminary, as :o make it simply a Theological 
Seminary. The Board recommend this, among 
other reasons for the following : 

They think by thus simplifying the plan of 
the institution, its concerns can be tmanaged with 
more ease, and to much greater advantage. 

8. This change will remove all growud for the 
objections now extensively made against the insti- 
tution, That it will interfere with Literary institu- 
tions already existing within the bounds of the Sy- 













board our ship, though it had not been seen be- 
fore during our voyage. While I was thus engag- 
ed on our passage home, the captain, with a 
sneering countenance, prolibited me from read- 
ing the Bible; but my anxiety continued, which 
I believe had been excited by the grace of God, 
for I often felt that I was going to eternal ruin. 
When we arrived in England, what I heard in 
their Bethel meetings, increased my feelings to 
such a degree, that I gave myself no rest day nor 
night. I now feel. that ten thousand worlds 
would not induce me to renounce them. We 
got some Bibles in England, which the captain 
never prohibited any one from reading : to appear- 
ance, he was altered for the better. On our pas- 
sage to Boston, where we hately arrived, two of 
the crew were so changed in their conduct, that I 











$. The Board think this change will have a 
tendency to unite the feeling and effort of ali por- 
tions of the charch under the care of the Synod, in 
this important enterprise. 


believe it was through the sanctification of the 
I hope I am now born again, and the re- 
mainder of the days I am permitted to live, I desire 
to spend in the vineyard of the Saviour. 


Spirit. 








Res, Il. Toasmuch as the impression has been | dear seafaring brethren, there are no people on 
made extensively on the public mind, that the lit- 


the face of the earth, to be compared to the 
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family of Christ our Saviour, who has died to 
redeem us from a wretched eternity.” 

At another of our meetings, an officer of the U. 
S. Navy, who was never with us before addres- 
ed the meeting. “I have been a wicked fellow,” 
he said, “for thirty four years despising religion 
and the Bible, and looked upon myself to be as 
safe wherever [ was, as any who were called 
Christians. Not long since, [ met one of my ac- 
quaintances, whom I much esteemed. He soon 
asked me some questions about my feclings for the 
salvation of my soul. What he first said, I des- 
pised; and utiered some words to him which he 
was unwilling should be heard by auy one pres 
ent, and moved me to another place. He then 
continued his questions, and earnestly requested 
me to give myself no rest until 1 was adopted 
into the family of Christ. After we separated, | 
soon began to feel alarmed on account of my 
profaning continually the name of the Lord, and 
despising what the Bible contained. My feelings 
increased to such a degree, that | was compelled 
to read the Bible: which I did for some time, 
without any alteration in my anxious desire to 
obtain relief. An impression; then came on 
my mind, to read the Bible on my knees; 
which I did, and became so distressed, that I 
found no peace until the Lord gave me relief 
by the atonement of Jesus, who is the beloved of 
our souls. Nothing in this world would induce 
me to be separate one moment from that pre 
cious Redeemer, either here or in the world to 
come. Itis well known by many present, that 
I have lately arrived in this port from my ‘ast 
cruise which has been for many months. I am 
happy to say that some of the crew on board of 
the U. S. vessel which I command, have become 
the disciples of Christ. ‘The Lord’s doings are 
wonderful, in visiting so many vessels with his 
Holy Spirit. This I know has been the case on 
board many vessels of the Navy, and am told also, 
on board of Merchant vessels. My dear men, 
who get your living on the sea, follow the exam- 
ple of six of my crew who are now here, and have 
come out open professors of the religion of Christ, 
who suffered for our redemption, aud visits all 
with his Holy Spirit, who go to him as the belov- 
ed of their souls. I hope every ove of you will 
read the Bible, and prostrate yourselves at the 
throne of grace, and he will make you new crea- 
tures in Christ Jesus.” 

At another of our meetings, a seaman, who was 
mate of a ship, rose and gave the following ac- 
count: “T have before now been in Bethel meet 
ings, where the Lord opened my eyes to see and 
fee! what an awful situation | was in, by sinning 
from my infancy to that hour. It melted me down 
in bumble contrition at the feet of Christ. O! | 
thank and adore the Lord for what he has done 
for the salvation of my immortal soul. I do not 
feel for myself only, but for all who are going in- 
to eternal ruin. On my last voyage, we were 
absent nearly five months. Before we left this 
city, I found that every one of onr crew, ten in 
number, were coutinually profane, which made 
me feel very unhappy. The secoud day after we 
sailed, I called every one of the crew around the 
windlass, except one atthe helm. I then told 
them it was my earnest entreaty that they would 
not speak a profane word while on board, and 





never do it again while they were permitted to 
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live, as they had precious and immortal souls to 
save. WhileI was speaking to them on this im- 
portant sulject, they listened attentively. I con- 
cluded by saying, ‘I hope you will comply with 
my request,’ and left them. O my dear friends, 
from that heur, not a profane word was spoken on 
board during our voyage. The Lord was our 
shield aud delivered us from the innumerable dan- 
gers to which we were exposed; and the com- 
mander often called his crew together, and prayed 
to the Lord for our safety on the voyage, peace 
and comfort in this world, and our salvation in 
the world to come.” 

What the Lord bas done during the year which 
has now closed, for the salvation of many who get 
their living on the ocean, including some com- 
manders and many on board, even to the cabin- 
boy, is inexpressible ! C. PRINCE, 





WELCH PREACHING. 


Several interesting articles which appeared in our 
early volumes, are now going the rounds in papers 
that have more recently commenced. Among these 
is the following entitled “A Specimen of Welch 
Preaching,” which appeared in the third volume of 
the Religious Intelligencer. We reprint it by request, 
for the benefit of those who did not take that volume 
—presuming that no one will be unwilling to read it 
again and again. 


Ata meeting of ministers at Bristol, the Rev. 
Mr. —— invited several of his brethren to sup 
with him ; among them was the minister officiating 
at the Welch meeting- house in that city. He was 
an entire stranger to all the company, and silently 
attentive to the general conversation of his breth- 
ren. The subject on which they were discoursing 
was the different strains of public preaching. When 
several had given their opinion and had mentioned 
some individuals as good preachers, such as were 
models as to style of composition, &c. Mr. 
turned tothe Welch stranger and solicited his opin- 
ion. He said he felt it to be a privilege to be silent 
when such men were discoursing, but that he felt 
ita duty to comply with this request. “ But,” 
said he, * if I must give my opinion, I should say 
that ye liave no good preachers in England.” 
“No,” said Mr. L. “No,” said he; “ that is, I 
mean no such preachers as we have in the Princi- 
pality.” “T know,” said Mr. L. “ you are famous 
for jumping in Wales, but that is not owing, I sup- 
pose, so much to the strain of preaching which 
the people hear, as to the enthusiasm of their char- 
acters.” “Indeed,” said the Welchman, “ you 
would jump too, if you heard and understood such 
preaching.” “ Why,” said Mr. L. “do yuu not 
think I could make them jump, if I were to preach 
to them 2” “ You make them jomp!” exclaimed 
the Welchman, “You make them jump! A 
Welchman would set fire to the world, while vou 
were lighting your match.” The whole company 
became very much interestedjn this new turn of 
the subject, and unanimously requested the good 
inan to give them a specimen of the style and 
manner of preaching 10 the Principaluy. © Speci- 
men,” said he, “I cannot give you; Li Jolw Elias 
were here, he would vive you a speciinen indeed 
—oh! John Elias is a great preacher.” “ Well,” 
said the company, “ give us sowething that you 
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have heard from.” “ Oh no!” said he, “ I cannot 
do justice to it; beside, do you understand the 
Welch language?” They said, “ No, not so as to 
follow a discourse.” “Then,” said he, “ it is im- 
possibie for you to understand it, if I were to give 
you a specimen.” “ But,” said they, “ cannot you 
put it into English 2” “ Oh !” said he, “ your poor 
meagre language would spoil it; it is not capable 
of expressing those ideas which a Welchman can 
conceive ; I cannot give you a specimen in English 
without spoiling it.”—The interest of the compa- 
ny was increased, and nothing would do but some- 
thing of a specimen ; while they promised to make 
every allowance for the language. “ Well,” said 
the Welchinan, “if you must have a piece, I must 
trv, but I don’t know what to give you,—I do not 
recollect a piece of Joho Elias, he is our best 
preacher; I must think a little; well I recolJect a 
piece of Christmas Evans, Christmas Evans was 
a good preacher, and I heard hima little time ago 
at an association of ministers. Ele was preaching 
on the depravity of man by sin—of his recovery 
by the death of Christ,—and he said, 
“ Bretheren, if I were to represent to you ina 
figure, the condition of man asa sinner, and the 
means of his recovery by the cross of Jesus Christ, 
I should represent it something in this way. Sup- 
pose a large grave-yard surrounded by a high wail, 
with only one entrance, which is by a large iron 
gate, which is fast bolted. Within these walls are 
thousands and tens of thousands of human beings, 
of all ages and of all classes, by one epidemic dis- 
ease bending to the grave,—the grave yawns to 
swallow them, and they must all die. There is no 
balm to relieve them—no physician there—they 
must perish. This is the condition of man asa 
sinner,—all, all have sinned, and the soul that sin- 
neth it shall die. While man was in this deplor- 
able state, Mercy, the darling attribute of the Dei- 
ty, came down and stood at the gate, looked at 
the scene and wept over it, exclaiming, ‘Oh that 
1] might enter, I would bind up their wounds—I 
would relieve their sorrows,—I would save their 
souls!” While Mercy stood weeping at the gate, 
an embassy of angels, commissioned from the 
court of Heaven to some other world, passing over, 
paused at the sight, and Heaven forgave that pause 
—and seeing Mercy standing there, they cried, 
*Mercy, Mercy, can you not enter ? Can you look 
upon this scene and not pity ? Can you pity and 
not relieve 2 Mercy replied, ‘I can see; and in 
her tears she added, ‘I can pity, but I cannot re- 
lieve.’ ‘ Whiy can you not enter?’ ‘Oh! said Mer 
cy, Justice has barred the gate against me, and I 
cannot, must not unbar it.” At this moment, Jus- 
.ce hiinself appeared, as it were to watch the gate. 
The angels inquired of him, ‘Why will you not 
let Mercy in? Justice replied, * My law is broken, 
and it must be honored. Die they or Justice must!’ 
At this there appeared a form among the angelic 
band, like untp the Son of God, wi.o addressing 
himself to Justice, said, ‘ What are thy demands?’ 
Justice replied, ‘My terms are stern and rigid,— 
I must have sicknesg for their healthh—I must have 
ignominy for their honor--I must have death for 
life.’ ‘ Without shedding of blood there is no re 
mission.’ ‘Justice,’ said the Son of God, ‘J ac- 
a thy terms. On me be this wrong, and let 
erey enter.’ ‘ When,’ said Justice, ‘ wil! you per- 
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the gates of Jerusalem, I will perform it in my 
own person.’ The deed was prepared, and signed 
in the presence of the angels of God—Justice was 
satisfied, and Mercy entered, preaching salvation 
in the name of Jesus. The deed was committed 
to the patriarchs, by them to the kings of Israel 
and the prophets; by them it was preserved till 
Daniel’s seventy weeks were accomplished ; then 
at the appointed time, Justice appeared on the hill 
of Calvary, and Mercy presented to him the imn- 
portant deed. ‘ Where,’ said Justice, ‘is the Son 
of God ?? Mercy answered, - Behold him at the 
bottom of the hill, bearing his own cross ;’—and 
then she departed and stood aloof at the hour of 
trial. Jesus ascended the hill, while in his train 
followed his weeping church. Justice immediate- 
ly presented him with the deed, saying, ‘ This is 
the day when this bond is to be executed.’ When 
he received it, did he tear it in pieces, and give it 
to the winds of Heaven? No, He nailed it to His 
cross, exclaiming, ‘It is finished.’ Justice called 
on hely fire to come down and consume the sacri- 
fice. Holy fire descended—it swallowed His hu- 
manity, but when it touched His Deity it expired ! 
and there was darkness over the whole Heavens: 
but * Glory to God in the highest; on earth peace, 
good-will to man.’” 

“This,” said the Welchman, “ this is but a spe- 
cimen of Christinas Evans.” 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS IN WINTER. 


While on my journey in 1826 I was providen- 
tially ledto spend a Sabbath in a populous and 
beautiful village in New-England. It was Octo- 
ber. The weather was mild, the roads were dry 
and pleasant. On Sabbath morning, I called on 
the clergyman of the place, and inquired for the 
Sunday School. He said they had a very flour- 
ishing school, but it was not then in operation. I 
asked him the reason. He said the school was 
discontinued for the winter season. I expressed 
my surprise, and begged he would inform me why 
it was necessary to discontinue a school in so 
populous a village. “Ah,” said he, “there are 
many dificulties to struggle with that you know 
nothing of.” L asked him io name some of the diffi- 
culties. He hesitated, and after torturing his mem- 
ory a minute or two, replied: “ In the first place, it 
is not the fashion to keep the school in operation 
during the winter.” I told him I would not trouble 
him for any more reasons, but undertook to 
show him the importance and practicability of the 
measure. He finally gave a finishing argument 
to his side of the question by saying, * Young 
man, when you have lived a few years longer, you 
will know more than vou do now.” 

This last saying of his was very true; after 
spending another twelve month on the earth, I find 
many things added to my little stock of knowledge. 
One important item of knowledge is this, “ that 
Sunday Schools can be kept in operation, in Ver- 
mont, during the whole year.” Last season I 
believed it, now 1 know it; because in several 
cases it has heen proved; witness Vergennes, 
New-Haven, and Montpelier, and several other 
places. The fact is, the winter is the best season 
for study, and the best season for Sunday Schools. 
The only difficulty is the coldness of the weather. 
This difficulty can be overcome. If we should 








form this promise?’ Jesus replied, ‘Four thous- 
and years hence on the hill of Calvary, without 


yield to this difficulty in all cases, we should be 
very liable to lose much of our time, and per- 
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naps a meal of victuals now and then ; for every 
Vermonter knows how difficult it is to get out of « 
warm bed in a morning in January in season for 
breakfast. Yet, as it is the fashion to rise before 
breakfast, we find that a great majority of our race 
overcome the difficulty, aud secure their share of 
food for the body. 

if the frail body needs nourishment during win- 
ter, certainly the soul needs spiritual food daring 
the same season ; aud if all men are willing to 
endure fatigue and cold for the former, let no 
Christians be remiss in securing the bread of life 
for themselves and their children. Salvation,-— 
the salvation of immortal souls is the great object 
of Sunday School instruction—an object of moe 
importance than the liberation of an empire from 
tyranical oppression. If these schools are of such 
vast importance, shall they be relinquished dur- 
ing one half of the year, and for no other reason, 
than that the weatheriscold ? No, there is surely 
an awakening spirit in Vermont, and the coming 
winter will exhibit many schools, in constant and 
active operation. Oh, may the Lord smile on the 
effurts of his people, and bring thousands of the 
rising race to rejoice in the hope of his glory. — 
Vermont W. & State Gazette. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
Extract from the American Sunday School Magazine. 
THE WRECK. 
Port Penn, Delaware, Nov. 6, 1827. 


Mr. Editor,—Some time in the early part of 
last winter, the schooner William Porter, froin 
Philadelphia, bound to Richmond, was lost in our 
bay. Several articles of her cargo were landed 
here in a damaged state and among them, a num- 
ber of small books published by the American 
Sunday School Union. These were soon widely 
circulated in this place and its neighbourhood,— 
Almost every child who could read was busy in 
drying the tattered leaves, or perusing the con- 
tents of his new acquisition, and from the young 
they soon passed into the hands of parents and 
friends. 

Now, sir, it would be doubtless some consolation 
to those who suffered the loss of the books by 
this ship-wreck to know, even that they were ea- 
gerly read by those into whose hands they fell, 
but more remains untold. It was soon suggested 
that it was an excellent opportunity to establish a 
school, and accordingly one was put into opera- 
tion. Another schvol previously existing in the 
vicinity, ina languishing state, was greatly revi- 
ved, and may be said to date its second beginning 
from the foregoing circumstance. We have sent 
to the Depository of the Union for more books, 
and we fondly hope that this blessed mode of pre- 
paring the youth of our land, alike for this and 
a future world, will be perpetuated among ws, 
Jown to the remotest generations. 

Respectfully, 
Youur Obt. Servt. 


The books to which the foregoing letter alludes, 
were shipped last December to supply an order 
from Richmond. Such as were taken from the 
wreck in a condition to be repacked, were return- 
ed to Philadelphia, and the claim for salvage 
generously relinqushed, by the person who saved 
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them. That the balance shovld have been in- 
strumental in effecting so great good as is detailed 
in our correspondent’s letter, is an event as sin- 
gular as it is welcome, and we cannot but regard 
such a loss as real gain. 


PAissfonary Lntelligence. 
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SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


We have been kindly furnished with the following 
extract of a letter from Mr. Chamberlain to a gentle- 
man in Boston, dated Honoruru, January 16, 1827. 


“* At this station we have two houses in course 
of building. One was nearly completed a year 
ago; but during the last rainy season part of the 
walls were prostrated ; and a new field of care and 
labor opened upon me ; the other, which is de- 
signed for an addition to the printing esta blish- 
ment, is now ready for putting on the soof, but the 
materials are to be sought, and canuet be obtained 
without great difficulty. But all cares of a secu- 
lar nature, | wish to regard as small, and not wor- 
thy to be named. The church is to be built up, 
materials are to be sought on this land, and brought 
out from among the rubbish of fallen nature, 
beautified and made fit for the heavenly builder. 
This work should engage all our powers, and fill 
our hands with employment. We have much en- 
couragement to labor, Some we trust have been 
converted, and begin to shew lines of beauty under 
the operations of the divine hand, Others ap- 
pear to be convinced, and awakened, and need 
only to be brouglit forth. 

Our congregations are large and interesting. 
On the Sabbath, the observance of which is com- 
wanded throughout the islands, and to a very 
great extent regarded, not less, I think, than nine 
thousand persons regularly listened to the gospel, 
as preached to them by the missionaries; and a 
great number of native teachers of hopeful piety 
go forth fiom different centres, and declare to the 
best of their knowledge, the truth as it is in Jesus, 
to large asseinblies of the people. Schools are 
multiplying, and learners increasing. The Mis- 
sionaries are scattering good seed ; but here as in 
all other lands, some seeds fall by the way-side, 
some upon stony ground, some among thorns, and 
other into good soil. We have many encourage- 
ments and some discouragements. Some who 
have professed fricudship, seem to be enlisting 
themselves on the side of our enemies, from whom 
we have not the felicity to be exemjted.— Boston 
Recorder. 


MISSION TO AFRICA. 


The last number of the Afiican Repository 
contains a letter from Mr. Ashmun to Dr. Blum- 
hardt of Basle, Switzerland, in answer to inqui- 
ries from that gentleman on the subject of estab- 
lishing a mission in Africa. The extent of coun- 
try under the actual or prospective influence of 
the colony embiaces a sea coast of 280 iniles, and 
extends 40 miles in the interior. The Vey tribe 
occupy a line of coast of fifiy miles. Their nam- 
ber is from twelve to fifteen thousand. They are 
active, warlike, proud and deceitful. Another fif- 
ty miles is occupied by the Deys. This tribe is 
about half as large as the Veyes. They are in- 

















dolent, profligate, and when their passions are 
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roused, treacherous and crue}, 


Mto sixteen governments, 
twenty miles inland. It is decidedly the most 
populous of any maritime country in Western 
Africa. The people are domestic and industrious, 
and even laborious in their habits. Their num- 
ber is estimated at 25,000. Many circumstances 
seem to declare their readiness to receive among 
them the instruments of civilization and the 
Heralds of divine truth. 

Very little is known of the natives of the inte- 
rior. It is probable the vation are much more ex- 
tensive and powerful, and less broken into tribes 
than those of the coast, 

The people of the Bassa countries speak a lan- 
guage somewhat refined aud copious. 

They inhabit villages of from forty, to one or 
two thousands souls, Every town or village has 
its bead, and several subordinate chiefs, and exlib- 
its the harmony and economy of a large family. 
Polygamy and domestic slavery are universal. 
The men perform no servile labor, except in the 
month of February, Maich and April, wheo they 
are employed in preparing their plantations. The 
people have no taste and very littie capacity (oi 
abstract thinking. Their miseries are most of a 

moral nature. The eyes of their understanding 
uve pot out. Tiley need to be taught the first 
principles of religious truth. 

About ofty boys belonging to the tribes in the 
neighbourhood are in a course of education in the 
colony : one object is to fit them to act as inter- 
preters to American and Ewopean Missionaries ; 
and should the divine Spirit renew their hearts, 
they will become able religious teachers theimn 
selves, 

The Government of the colony is willing to 
stipulate with the authorities of the country tor a 


Missions. 






On the border of the meandering Tonnawanda 
stands a humble og 


as the residence o 


more than twenty places. Mr. and Mrs. Bingham 
are Baptists. Limited means of support, and the 
opposition of the Pagans, strengtheved by some 
white men, (who would rather see them dance 
around the two white dogs, which they annually 
sacrifice, than worshipping Jesus Christ,) make 
the school small. An interesting pupil about 
twelve years old, wrote me the following note. 

“ [like to goto Sunday School to hear about 
Jesus Christ, how he suffered and died for our 
sis, and that shows that we are sinners. Some- 
tunes I think I have sinned too much against God, 
hut [ put my whole trust in him, in that blessed 
Saviour. We ought to come to Christ, and say 
io fim, God be merciful to me, for | am a sinner. 
God knows it if Itell a jie, or wicked word he 
bears it. I should be very sorry if my heart 
— not be renewed by the Holy Spirit, before I 

ie. 

_ Another wrote—* Christ can only forgive our 
sins. [love to go to school—read the word of 
God. Sometimes I go alone. Try to pray to 
God that he would forgive my sins. I love to go 
'o meeting, hear preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
1 feel sometimes that I should die without hope of 
Christ.” Bruce. 


A DAY AT SENECA. 


This station is four miles from Buffalo, and is 
superintended by Rev. T. N. Harris, ‘The be- 
nevolent devoted spirit of the mission family, con- 





grant of land sufficient for missionary settlements, | 
and also furnish protection by its factories along | 
the coast, and the advantage of nredial atiend- 
ance at the colony. The Missionaries woul! also | 
share largely in the kindacss and sympathies of 
the colonists, many of whom are the devoted ser- 
vants of the Redeemer. 

There is now a direct commercial communica- 
tion with the United States, Brisiol, (Eng.) and 
Amsterdain.—.V. E. Inquirer. 


MISSIONS. 


From a Sunday School Missionary to the Correspon- 
ding Secretary, dated, 
Mayville, N.Y. Nov. 6, 1827. 

Dear Sir, —The rains of the last mouth bave 
permitted me to establish but two town unions, and 
six new schools. IT have obtained six subserip- 
tions to your larger, and thirty-seven to your 
smaller magazine ; and have travelled among the 
schoolsof Evie and Chataque counties, urging them 
to continue their operations in the winter, Ex- 
periment has taught some of our schools, that 
pupils can be obtained in the coldest seasons.— 
Why should children who crowd their daily 
schools, and sport in the snows of winter, be debar- 
red from the Sunday School, when the bleakness 
of creation might invite even a truant to spend his 
long evenings in study ? No natural obstacle, 
but the indifference of parents and teachers, is pre- | 
sented to winter Sunday Schools. 





sisting of seven members, the native church, to 
which ten persons have just been added, aud the 
interesting school, endears this place to me beyond 
anv other in the west. 

The sound of the mission bell hailing the first 
rays which the sun throws upon the surrounding 
forests, assembles the youthful band to unite with 
thei: teachers in giving thanks to him, who only 
makes them to dwell in safety. Arising from their 
knees, in a solemn manner, they all at the same 
time repeat the prayer of our blessed Lord. Break- 
fast is immediately prepared, after which they en- 
vage in useful work or healthy play, til nine 
o'clock, when the bell summons them to their 
school room. Prayer is offered by their teacher, 
after which they spell, read, write, and recite ge- 
ography, English “grammar, &e. till noon, when 
they dine, and play till to o’clock. Then they 
again assemble for prayer, and study till five. At 
the close of the school a portion of Scripture is 
read, and prayer offered by the teacher. Before 
leaving the room, each receives a piece of bread, 
his sufficient and only supper. Before nine, all 
assemble as in the morning for worship. The 


‘teachers then accompany them to their sleeping 


appartments, and hearing a simultaneous, “ good 
night” from five and twenty voices. The pres- 
ent number of pupils is about fifty. It is pleasing 
to see how they occupy their leisure hours, in stud- 
ying their selected Sunday School lesson. Upon 
one of these lessons I heard them examined, and 
every question was answered correctly. One num- 


[Jane 


The Bassa tribe | vistr TO TONNAW 
. assa t ANDA MISSION STATION, N 
occupy 180 miles of sea-coust. They are d vided sony 


The country reaches 
house, known to the Senecas 


s ther their devoted missionary.— | 
Near it is the school house, which defies the charge | 
of extravagance ; for though not more than six. = 
teen feet square, the rays of light intrude through 
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of the “Youth’s Friend” having fonnd its 
ay to this station, so pleased an Indian boy, that 
Wanda, ae. put into my hand two shillings, saying, “ Please 


N,N, y, 


enecas | ond me the Youth’s Friend.” Bruce. 
lary,— : ——— 

Charge | CHRISTIAN ZEAL. 

in six. © 

‘rough Ata meeting in England, Sept. 8, in aid of the 


ham “Baptist Mission, the Rev. ‘Thomas Morgan, of 
id the Birmingham, thus eloquently stated the duty of 
some | ghat country to send abroad the knowledge of sal 
dance ¢ ation: 

nually (i “To this little island is committed a large por- 
make Pion of the human family : from 60 to 100 millions 
about | $0 India, four or five millions in the Birman em- 
. pire, an immense number in the Western Islands 
about — and other parts—in all, ove eighth of the human 
r our ace. Over these she sways the sceptre of govern- 
nent: And for what purpose ?—to enrich us ?—to 


ome. FF 

God, Wurnish our tables with luxuries ? No. The Great 

essed uler of the Universe has given to England the 
say "Bible, a gospel ministry, abundance of grace in 

ner, [ithe hearts of her people, commerce, ships of war 


1 he hat traverse the mghty ocean in every direction 
veart | -—all conceivable facilities fo go forth and make 
xe[ Anown the Redeemer’s love, and thus be the means 
jof communicating the richest blessing to all the 
our | ations of the earth. Is not this her destiny ? The 
dof | very purpose for which she is selected by the 
» to | Providence and Grace of God? If, then, they re- 
go |) fuse to be the harbingers of the Gospel to every 
ist, | partof the globe, they may well fear that the 
2of | candlestick will be removed out of its place. Mr. 
. M. entreated them to contemplate their zeal as 
contrasted with the zeal of the pagans themselves. 
They would literally shame his auditory. He had 
asked one of the Missionaries on the platform, 


‘7 
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bu what was the sum which might be expended by a 
ae single Hindoo on one of his festivals—on a holy- 
. day to his wooden god. The reply was it might 
be 10,0001., 20,0002, 30,0001., or even 50,0002. !' 
And could they imagine they had zeal? No; they 
wanted zeal ; and he prayed that the Spirit of Him 
é. who conld say “ the zeal of thine house hath eat- 
= eu me up,” and whose zeal Jed him to pour out his 
4 precious blood for the redemption of guilty man, 
) might descend upon them, and inspire them with 
dl deeper interest in the cause of missions.” 
” BURMAN MISSION. 
\- The American Baptist Magazine for this month 
e F contains some brief extracts from Mr. Wade's 
r Journal of the last year. He is now at Amherst, 
’ ihe new settlement commenced by the English. 
, It appears that a new convert, Mah Loon bya, 
who for a considerable time had stood as a candi- 
date, was baptized on the 20th of May. Anoth- 
er hopeful inquirer, Ko Myat puo, had for two or 
} 


three months been regular in his attendance on 
' the preaching of the gospel. He professes to be 
very desirous of considering the Christian religion, 
and has broken off from several vices to which he 
had been addicted. Mrs. Wade had begun a fe- 
male school, and in May last had 14 pupils, whose 
parents solicited that they might be received.— 
They learn to read, to use the needle, and te- 
ceive religious instruction, Mah-men-lay is her 
assistant, and Dr. Judson contributes to their reli- 
gious benefit by praying with them every evening 
in their own language. Their parents make no 
objection to the means used for their best interest. 
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Mr. Boardman, by the brethren’s ativice, is boild- 
ing a small bamboo honse in Mau-la-ming, 25 
miles from Ambherst, on the same river, that there 
may be two missionary stations, and a frequent in- 
tercourse. Thenative population of Man la-ming 
is 20,000. A year since it had no inhabitant. Sir 
Archibald Campbeil has presented the Mission a 
large and beautiful spot of ground, a mile south of 
the military cantonments, where Mr. B. is erect- 
ing a house. He remarks, “ We feel more than 
we have ever felt, that we have reached the scene 
of our future labors.” The death of Dr. Jud- 
son’s little daughter Maria is mentioned with 
much affectionate sympathy. Dr. Price is at Ava, 
and has established a School for the instruction 
of Burman youth of the first families. He has 
nine scholars, five of Whom are sent by the King. 
Two boys, both of noble parents, daily read the 
Bible in English, and have copied the map of 
the world.— Chris. Watchman. 
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We have commenced in this number the letter from 
Dr. Beecher to Rev. Mr. Beman, on the new measures 
practised in promoting and conducting revivals of reli- 
gion, about which there has been so much said. We re- 
gret that we are obliged to divide the letter on account of 
its length. It contains much useful instruction, and we 
think it ought to have been published before. 

We have chosen a different course from most of our 
brother Editors, in giving publicity to all that we have 
seen published on this subject ; believing it would be bet- 
ter for the cause of truth to keep nothing back, than to be 
silent, and suffer the enemies of religion to make their 
garbled extracts and misrepresentations. And we are now 
confirmed in the belief that if “ the whole truth and no- 
thing -but the truth” had been extensively circulated, in 
all the religious papers, this mighty mountain would have 
appeared a comparative mole-hill; and the enemies of 
revivals, who began to congratulate themse|ves that they 
had discovered something terrible in the camp, that was 
not to be told, would never have said a word. 

That there have been extravagancies practised and 
tolerated by individuals in some of the late revivals in the 
State of New-York, which were calculated to injure the 
progress of revivals, and lessen their blessed effects, we 
have never doubted; but that these evils have been as 
great or as extensive as report, with her thousand tongues, 
has represented, we do not believe. But even allowing 
all to be true, that has been said reepecting thei, it does 
not prove that revivals of religion, when rightly conduet- 
ed, are “ evils, sad evils,” or “ dangerous to the peace 
and purity of the charch.” The same might be said 
with equal propriety against the Christian religion, be- 
cause hypocrites and false professors have introduced 
heresies and evil practices, and the zeal of its followers 
has led to wars and persecutions. 

And from this mode of reasoning too, ministers them 
selves are “ evils, sad evils,’ because some being zealous- 
ly affected for the salvation of souls, will ery aloud, and 
stamp, and clap their hands, and tell their hearers in 
plain terms that if they do not repent they will go to hell ; 
while others, with their cold morality, will lull them 
along “ with a lie in their righ: hands,” cll they get there. 
And even in the Episcopal Church, from the same parity of 
reasoning, there are “ sad evils” creepingin. For one of 
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their must distinguished ministers, supported by some of 
the Bishops of the Church, says that he feels bound to 
encourage a spirit of social as well as private prayer, and 


that he “ does not think it inconsistent with scripture, at 
variance with the duty of au’Episcopalian, nor contrary to 
the interests of the church and of religion, that, at seasons 
for which the church lias prescribed av service, individa- 
als may meet together in a pailor, or a-place otherwise 
uooccupied—a school room for example, and join in pray- 
er together, without the use of the liturgy or any pre-com- 
posed form of devotion”; while Bishop Hobart, support- 
ed by the Connecticut Watchman, says, “ It will some- 
times be found the painful, indeed, but pinin and positive, 
duty of the Christian Bishop to condemn those popular 
practices which tend to subvert the institutions of the 
church, and to injure the cause of rational and fervent 
prety. 

* Among the most prominent of these, are those meet 
ings of private Christians, in which unordained men suc- 
cessively engage in extemporaneous prayer and exhorta- 


tions, At the very first view of these associations, thes 
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REVIVALS IN KENTUCKY. 


We continue, (says the Luminary.) to receive 
cheering accounts of the prosperity of Zion, in va- 
rious places in Kentucky. 








NICHOLASVILLE,. 


The ordinance of the Lord’s Supper was admin- 
istered in the Presbyterian Church in Nicholas- 
ville, on Sabbath the 9th ult. on which occasion, 
we are informed, twenty-seven persons, for the first 
time, publicly professed their faith in the Saviour, 
by obeying his dying injunction, “ Do this in re- 
membrance of me.” Many more are still among 
the anxious and inquiring. 


_— 


STANFORD. 


The good work in the Buffaloe Spring Church, 
in the vicinity of Stanford, is still going on. On 


mst appear utterly repugnant to the genius of our church, | Sabbath day, the 9th ult. we learn that thirleen 


and to her positive institutions.” 





-—— 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The first annual meeting of the Missionary Society of 


New-York and Brooklyn, auxiliary to the A. B., was 
held onthe 28th ult. From the Treasurer's Report it 
appears that $7,914 20 have been collected the last year 
by the filteen Associations connected with the Society. 


SOUTH CAROLINA EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


A society was lately organized at Charleston, for the 
object of educating pious young men for the gospel min- | 


istry.—A contribution of $5 constitutes a member, and 
$5 a life member of the society.—The committee ap- 
pointed to prepare au address, say— 


* It is not to be concealed that the number of min- 
isters of all denominations in our own State, bears but 
a small proportion to the actual wants of the commu 
nity. In many places, an opportunity of hearing the 
Gospel is seldom enjoyed; and yet there is a mani- 
fest and increasing anxiety on the part of the people, 
for “ the word to be spoken unto them.” But who 
will go and break unto them the bread of life? We 
look for helpers, but behold there are none. We do 
indeed, see young men of hopeful piety and promis- 
ing talents, who would gladly engage in this self de- 
nying and laborious enterprise, but they are not qual- 
ied for the work; nor have they the means of so pre- 
paring themselves, that the ministry may not be blam- 
ed. With the view of affording encouwiagement and 
assistance to such young men, was this society insti- 
tuted. It eceupies the place of an affectionate and 
Christian parent, in extending to them the necessary 
facilities for acquiring a suitable education for this 
responsible work. In the spiritual wants, not only 
of our own State, but of the world, there is an evident 
call for such an institation ; and we cannot doubt of 
its ultimate succes.—I[u this period of active exertion, 
it will require but a sligbt additional effort to send 
more laborers into the vineyard of Christ ; and this 
will give greater efficiency and success to all our oth- 
er institutions. But we cannot look for the accom- 

plishment of those glorious things which are spoken of 
Zion, until the number shall be greatly increased, to 
whom are committed the oracles of God. Nor can 
we consistently pray for her prosperity, without con- 
tributing towards it, of our substance, as Ged hath 
prospered us. With these hasty remarks, we submit 
the subject to the prayerful consideration and benevo- 


persons were received as members of the Presby- 
terian Church, and about fifty were seen crowding 
the anxious seats. 


HANGING-FORK, LINCOLN, CO. 


A letter from the Rev. Wm. Dickson, says :— 
“The prospects of our Church are still brighten- 


ing. Wehave had sixteen members added since 

Svnod. Others are anxious. The work is going 
”? 

on. 


RICHMOND, MADISON CO. 


The Farmer’s Chronicle, printed at Richmond, 
says :—"* On the last Sabbath there were about 20 
individuals who took the seats of inquirers after 
religion. We have never seen the time here when 
there was more apparent solicitude for eternal sal- 
vation, for notwithstanding the extreme inclemen- 
cy of the weather, the Court House was crowded 
every day and night for four days, by the old, the 
middle aged and the blooming youth, to hear the 
word of God delivered by the Rev. Dr. Nelson, a 
Presbyterian clergyman.” 


PISGAH, WOODFORD CO. 


Thirteen were added tothe Pisgah Church, on 
last Sabbath, (Dec. 16,) and about 40 appeared to 
be anxiously inquiring the way to Zion. * The 
pastor of Pisgah Church rode to his meeting - house 
on the morning of the 4th Sabbath in Nov. with 
a heavy heart, reflecting that for more than twen- 
ty years, he had labored among this people, and 
had to mourn, that during all that time, he had at 
an average, not more than 3 or 4 each year added 
to his flock. Upon arriving at the church, he found 
about the usual number collected for worship. Up- 
on ascending the pulpit and imploring the divine 
blessing, nothing nnusual appeared among the peo- 
ple ; but upon the bare reading of a portion of the 
word of God, an unusual solemnity seemed to per- 
vade the whole assembly, before a word was ad- 
dressed by him to the people.. This solemuity 
continued during the whole service. At the close 
of the service, the pastor, knowing that there was 
one young an in the house who was under sol- 
emn awakening, but not knowing of any other, 





lent eflorts of a Christian community.”’ 





desired the people of the congregation to retire 
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and leave those with him, if any there were, who 
were the subjects of any unusual awakening ; that 
he might converse and pray with them. To his 
great surprise seven persons presented themselves. 
Then the work of God commenced in that con- 
regation. On the following Sabbath the ordi. 
nance of the Lord’s Supper was administered in 
the church. Several of the neighboring ministers 
attended whose labors God seemed greatly to bless. 
To Pisgah Church upwards of 30 have been 
added within the last three weeks, This is God’s 
work. It is perfectly silent and noiseless. The 
silent tear, the half suppressed sigh, the deep sense 
of sin, the awful fear of self deception, the humil 
ity, the desire for the prayers and instruction of 
God’s ministers and people, the readiness to relin- 
quish the world, the Christian love, and the desire 
to be active in promoting the cause of Christ in the 
world, are, if we mistake not, the leading charac- 
teristics of this work. It gives the writer of this 
article great pleasure to say, such is the character 
of the work that is going on in so many places in 
our happy land at this time. The aged ministers 
are now almost ready to say, “ Now let thy ser- 
vents depart in peace, for our eyes have seen thy 
salvation; and the younger brethren are beaming 
in hope of living to see the signs of the times, 
painted upon ten thousand standards both in Eu- 
rope and America, transformed into glorious facts. 
December 18th, 1827. 


PARIS, BOURBON CO. 


Tt will be seen by the*following extract, that the 
good work of the Lord has commenced at that 
place. 

On Sabbath morning 22 persons were admitted 
to communion on a profession of their faith in 
Chist. On Monday the serious impressions ap 
peared to extend and hecome more deep and aw- 
ful—about forty came forward at night, as anxious 
inquirers for the salvation of their souls. The pub- 
lic exercises were continued on Tuesday afternoon 
and night, and about sixty came forward. On 
Wednesday the services being continued, the num- 
ber of inqnirers amounted to about ninety ; and it 
appeared that there was not an unconcerned per- 
son in the house. Nine more were received into 
the Church on a public profession, and many oth- 
ers gave reason to hope that they found refuge in 
the Saviour, In all, thirty-two have been visibly 
added to the number of the followers of the Lamb ; 
and there are more than 100 inthis town and vi- 
cinity, seriously exercised, for the eternal welfare 
of their souls. What is a little remarkable, there 
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returned yesterday from a visit to that place, and 
my heart was truly refreshed. Fifteen have, fear- 
less of ice and snow, been baptized within a few 
days, and united with the Baptist Charch in that 
town, Our young brother Pierce left his theolo- 
gical studies with me, and went directly to that 
town, and has been wonderfully blest in winning 
souls to Christ. A more particular account will 


be sent you soun. 
-- 


Extract of a Letter dated Sardinia, Dee. 10, 1327. 

The Lord is doing wonders in the conversion of 
souls in the towns of Eden and Boston, Erie co. — 
Pastor Carr, of Boston, has recently baptized 20 
converts, among whom were some of the first res- 
pectabiliiv intown, A son and a daughter of the 
administrator were among the number ; for whom 
he had many times prayed and wept im secret pla- 
ces. The good work is still solemn, and power- 
fully progressing. “The Lord reigns, let the earth 
rejoice.” 


Greenviile, NV. C. Dec. 16, 1827. 
My Dear Broruer, 

A little more than two months ago, a revival 
commenced at Grindle Creek, M, H. in this coun- 
ty, in a manner, and under circumstances which I 
hope will be interesting to all, and encouraging to 
many of the dear children of God. This M. H. 
has been standing for many years, but I am in- 
formed there has never been a church established 
at the place, or any thing like an excitement on the 
subject since the house has been erected. A pi- 
ous few often cried to God with uplified hands and 
mournful hearts in behalf of those da:k and deso- 
late regions. On Saturday before 2d Lord's day, 
in October last, a few brethren met for the pur- 
pose of endeavoring to formasmali church. But, 
alas! when they came to examine their numbers 
and strength, they found, to their sad disappoinr- 
ment, there were not enough to proceed. The peo 
ple of the vicinity looked cold and callous ; the tew 
precious lambs of Jesus who were there, seemed 
much discouraged. What did they then do? did 
they throw down their Christian armor and guit 
the field? No. They betook themselves (o that 
mighty weapon called fervent prayer. Ou Lord’s 
day, after two sermons were preached, a door was 
open for the reception of members, and five or six 
came forward and related a work of grace which 
they had reason to hope God had wrought in them 
some months before. Some were young people, 
others heads of families. Their experiences were 
related in such a warm and impressive manner, 





appeais to be but little opposition from the world. 
Some of the wost respectable and influential men 
in the place are saying, we cannot oppose the 
work—we cannot and will not hinder our relatives 
and friends from going forward and securing their 
salvation, if we feel not yet disposed to go with 
them. May He who has begun this good and glo- 
rious work, continue it, until all shall share its 
blessed effects.” 





LONDONDERRY, VT. 
The following was communicated for the Chris- 


tian Watchman, by Pastor Joseph Elliot, dated 
Saxton’s River, Vi. Dec. 25, 1827. 


that it ran through the assembly, and caught the 
feelings of the congregation like au electric shock, 
The house was in tears almost from one end to the 
other. The dear children of God sired tears of 
Christian gratitude, while the eves of their ungod- 
ly neighbors and relatives were hathed in peniten- 
tial tears, amidst the sobs of remorse which burst 
from all parts of the assembly. The aged moth- 
ers whose cheeks were furrowed by the lapse of 
many years, whose eyes were dim with age, and 
whose heads were cuvered with silver locks, 
stretched out their arms to embrace their young 
and blooming daughiers, whose hearts seemed to 
be almost broken with a deep sense of their rain- 
ed condition. These heavenly scenes filled the 








There is a precious revival in Londonderry, Vt. 
which bas been going forward about six weeks. I 


people of God with inexpressible joy, insomuch 
that some of them wept exceedingly. After thes 
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exercises continued for some length of time, request 
was made that prayer should be offered up for 
those mourners. Prayer was then, I believe, made 


to God, and with faith and fervency. 
I appointed the following Wednesday to bap- 
tize. When the day arrived, we opened a door 
for experience at the water side ; and we received 
several more, and baptized in all, nine that day. 
In a short time after we constituted a church, and 
i baptized eight more ; and.again on second Lord’s 
day of this inst. I baptized 7 ; and afier preaching 
on the same day, the church received two more by 
letter, and two by experience; the latter two are 
waiting for baptism. —And I believe, from present 
prospects, that many more will shortly follow. 
THOMAS MASON. 


REVIVALS IN LITCHFIELD COUNTY. 

The past has been a year of great, and perhaps 
unparallelled prosperity to the charches of this 
county. More than twenty-five of them have en- 
joyed ‘ times of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord.’ One thousand, it is hoped, have become 
the disciples of Chiist. Of these there are said to 
be 150 in Salisbury, 100 in Canaan, 80 in Gosh 
en, 80 in Barkhampstead, 100 in Norfolk, 50 in 
New Preston, 80 in New Milford, 80 in Wood. 
bury, and about 30 each in Sharon, Torringford, 
Plymouth, Washington, and Roxbury. Nor has 
the work ceased. The smiles of heaven still attend 
the Conferences of the Churches, which have evi 
dently been an important means of animating the 
prayers, hopes, and elforts of Christians ; and of 
addressing the motives of religion with peculiar 
force to the minds of the worldly. 
The neighboring town of Canton, in Hartford 
county, has been similarly blessed. Two hundred 
are numbered as subjects of grace within the same 


pericd.—Chrs. Spec. 
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From the Calvinistic Magazine. 

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY. 
“Bat thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be 
little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be Ruler in Is- 


rael’; whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting.”’"—.Micah, v. 2. 


The fulfilment of this prediction forcibly illus 
trates Solomon’s doctrine, that “ The kings heart 
is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: 
he turneth it whithersoever he will.” The time 
forthe Saviour’s birth, had almost arrived ; his 
conception had been announced by the angel to 
Mary, and to Joseph her espoused husband ; and 
yet Joseph and Mary continue for months after- 
ward to reside at Nazareth, about eighty miles 
distant from Bethlehem. Joseph, whose family 
had been reduced to poverty was labouring asa 
carpenter in Nazareth, to procure a subsistence. 
How improbable in the view of man, that he 
would suddenly leave his employment, and take 
his wife, in her present critical situation, a journey 
of eighty miles to a place where he as yet had no 
motive for going, for it does not appear from the 
history, that either Joseph or Mary had once 
thevght of Micah’s prophecy, that Christ should 
be born in Bethlehem. To short sighted mortals. | 
it seemed almost certain that the prophecy would 
fail of accomplishment, when behold there comes a 


Divine Sovercigntv.— Discipline in a Sabbath School. 
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Rome, ‘ that all the world should be taxed,’—Luke 
ii. 1. And every one was required by the Empe- 
ror to repair to his native city to be enrolled fo; 
taxation. “ And Josep!: also went up from Gal; 
lee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, (be. 
canse he was of the house and lineage of Diy; ‘,) 
to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife beins 
ereatwith child, And so it was, that while fins 
were there, the days were accomplished that sie 
should be delivered. Aud she brought forth her 
first born son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him jn a manger.” Luke ii. 4,7 
Wonderful Providence of the adorable God: “ He 
worketh all things afier the counsel of his ows 
will.” Had Cesar issued his decree a little later, 
Mary’s time would have been accomplished befor: 
they arrived at Bethlehem; had it been a little 
sooner, they might have returned to Nazareth be- 
fore the birth of the Messiah; yet Augustus Ce- 
sar was a free agent, and acted with perfect hib- 
erty, While the Lord was doing “ whatsoever his 
hand and counsel determined before to be done.” 
The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice, let the 
multitude of the isles be glad.” 











From the Recorder & Telegraph. 


INTERESTING CASE OF DISCIPLINE IN A SAB- 
BATH SCHOOL. 


In a flourishing Sunday School connected with 
one of the churches in the city of Washington, 
there was a very rude and unmanageable boy. As 
all mild measures failed to make him better, it 
was determined that he should be sent away from 
the school. To make a deeper and more lasting 
impression upon himself and all present, it was 
also determined that this act of discipline should 
be administered in a formal and solemn manner. 
According!ty whilst the exercises of tha school 
were going on, the president knocked upon the 
table, and called for attention. He then directed 
the teacher of the class to which the little culprit 
belonged, to take him by the hand aud lead him 
out into the view of the whole school. This done, 
the president in a solemn manner, told him, that 
he had been so bad a boy, the teachers were under 
the painful necessity of sending him away from 
the school, and go he must, After a few words 
of admonition and advice, he gave out an appro- 
priate hymn, and the whole school sang it stand- 
ing. The teacher, by the direction of the presi- 
dent, then took the boy by the hand, led hin out 
of the school, through the vestibule, through the 
enclosure, and through the gate ; then, closing the 
gate upon him, let him go. The boy wept; the 
teachers and scholars wept; the whole scene was 
most affecting. A salutary influence was exerted 
upon the whole school by this transaction, and it is 
hoped a lasting and most beneficial effect was pro- 
duced upon the litle exile himself. For who 
should come’the very next Sabbath morning but 
the same little boy, intreating with teass that he 
might be taken back, and promising that he would 
hence- forward be a good boy.—T lic teachers were 
not unmoved by his tearsof penitence. Tiey re- 


ceived him again into the school; and happy is 


the writer of this article to say, that ever since his 


restoration, he has been altogether another hoy. 





decree from Augustus Cesar the Emperor at! 


He gives no trouble to his teacher, and promises 


to do well. 
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rFECT OF SABBATH SCHOOL INSTRUCTION, 


Asalittle boy was passing by the enclosure of 
acertain gentleman in Washington city, a girl 
who was vith him, and belonged to no Sabbath 
School, saw a loose board lying near the stall, and 
assuming authority on the little boy, directed him 
iotake it up and carry it home. ‘The boy unwill- 
ing to take what was not his own, objected: “1 
cannot ; it belongs to Mr. B——,” “ No matter,” 
avs the girl, * Take it up and bring it along.”—- 
«No, no,” repeated the boy, “I cannot; J go to 
Sunday School.” —1b. 


AN ANTIDOTE TO DULL PREACHING. 


But first, O complainer of tedious sermons, let 
me put to you these queries: and these may sug- 

est the remedy. 

Whether you do not rise later, instead of earli- 
er, on Sabbath morning thanon any other in the 
week ? 

Whether do you not eat mere, instead of less, 
at least in proportion to the exercise you take on 
that day ; and consequently 

Whether you do not bring with you more drow- 
siness to divine worship than to your weekly busi- 
ness ? 

I never see a congregation here and there fall 
ing asleep and dozing under the pulpit, and then 
waking up at the close, to complain of the dulness 
of the preacher, but I think of the physician’s ad- 
vice to the luxurious courtier: “ You must eai 
less, or exercise more, or take physic, or be sick.” 
Physic and exercise are not remedies for the 
Sabbath ; but you must rise earlier and eat less, 
or you will nod to dull preaching.—* Sloth cast- 
eth into a deep sleep, ” and “ the full soul loatheth 
an honey comb.” 

The preacher has enough to contend with in 
the natural stupidity of the heart: it were hard 
to require him to overcome not only your spiritu- 
al sloth, but your physical lethargy added to it,— 
to expect of him to preach with liveliness and 
interest, when you have unseasonably slept away 
the interest of his discourse on your couch, and fed 
yourself with dulness at your table. 

Exercise therefore the self-denial which the day 
requires of you, and not only shall you bring to 
the house of worship an approving conscience and 
a cheerful mind, but you shall make the preacher 
seem to be more interesting thau he was wont to 
be; he shall never be so dull but your wakeful 
mind shall find something in his sermon, or, at 
the least, in the hymns and scriptures which he 
reads, and in the sacred associations of the place, 
upon which you may meditate with profit, and say 
itis good fur you to be there.—Christ. Spec. 


ORDINATIONS. 


On the 20th ult. the Rev. James R. Wheelock 
was ordained to the pastoral charge of the First 
Ecclesiastical Society in Canterbury, Conn. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Daniel Dow. 

On Wednesday, November ist, the Rev. 
George W. Bethune was installed Pastor of the 
Reformed Duich Church at Rhinebeck Falls.— 
Sermon by Rev. C. C. Cuyler. 

The Rev. Aaron Putnam was installed Pastor 
over the Presbyterian Church and congregation in 
the village of Oswego, by the Cayuga Presbytery, 
on the 6th of December, 


An Antidote to Dull Preaching.—Ordinations.— Obituary. 
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LOST CHILD. 


Near the close of the day on Monday, 17th inst 
William Darling Pritchard, a lovely sprightly child 
aged 3 years, son of Mr. Darling Pritchard, of Mil- 
ton Society, left home in search of his father whom 
he thought to find at the forge. He was told by the 
workmen that his father had gone into the woods, 
whither the thoughtiess wanderer, it afterwards ap- 
peared, turned his steps. All the feelings of a par- 
ent’s beart were awakened when Mr. P. returned to 
his house, and to the anxious inquiries of the mother 
for her lovely boy, he learnt that his son had heedless- 
ly strayed away in search of him. Inquiries were 
made at the forge, and the father could only learn 
that his child was last seen at the bridge. A search 
was immediately commenced; but as it was conjec- 
tured that he must have fallen into the river, the 
neighbors penetrated but a little way into the woods. 
The mill pond was drawn off, and the neighbors com- 
menced raking for the body, which labor was contin- 
ved until Thursday. The search was then extended 
into the woods, where in a short time, under a clas- 
ter of bushes, the lifeless and frozen body of the little 
sufferer was found. It appeared that on the Monday 
evening preceding, some individuals engaged in the 
search, had gone within about twenty rods of the 
spot where the child lay, but from a mistaken notion 
that he had fallen from the bridge, the undivided at- 
tention of the people was turned to searching for the 
body in the river. The child had gone but a little 
distance into the wood, when he was probably over- 
come by sleep, occasioned by chill, and crawled under 
a bush, where three days afterwards his body was 
found-—Litchfield Post. 


Obituary. 














In this city, ow Thursday morning last, Mr. Joseph 
Austin, aged 27, son of Dea. Wm. Austin. 

At Guilford, on the 10 inst. Mr. Thomas Hill, aged 
57 years. On the 25th inst, Miss Rebecca Hart, 
aged 73. 

At Saybrook, on the 20th Nov. Mr. Henry Clark 
The circumstances attending his demise were truly 
distressing. He was at work in a quarry —unexpect 
edly @ stone started from the quarry ; the ground be 
ing very descending, the stone went with such rapid 
ity that his efforts to get rid of it proved unavailing. 
It overtook him and slid over him, which broke and 
mangled his legs to pieces—one foot was found a rod 
from his body. It is judged the stone will weigh from 
3to 5 tons. There were but two of them in the quar- 
ry; the other man made every possible exertion to 
obtain help ; a number ran to his relief, but twe late. 
his days were numbered and finished. His distress 
was extreme. He saw death staring him in the face. 
He extended his arm to give the parting hand to his 
friends, saying, ‘ Pray for me.” His prayers were 
to God for mercy, and thas he continued till nature 
was exhausted; and he expired in about one and a 
half hour, leaving a wife and two children to mourn 
his loss. —Ch. Sec. 

At Middletown, Mrs. Elizabeth Banks, aged 7v, 
wife of Mr. William Banks. 

In Black Reck harbour, on board the Brig Aun, 
Capt. John Williams, of Middletown, aged 40. 

At Litchfield, Mr. Simeon Palmer, aged 77. 

At Torrington, Mr. Reuben Burr, aged 76 

At Norfolk, very suddenly, Mr. James Stannard, 
aged 45. 

At Maunch Chunk, Pa. Mr. Isaac A. Chapman, in- 
ventor of the canal locks, formerly of Norwich. 

At Saybrook, Mrs Sarah Ely, wife of Dea. Robert 
Ely, aged 67 ; Capt. Jobn Pratt, aged 64. 

At killingly, Mr Caleb Allen, aged 38. 

At Norwich, Mr. Chrisi\opher Starr, aged 6! 





At Norwalk, Mus. Abigail Clinton, aged 41 
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Poetry. 
From the Christian Mirror. 
THE VICTIM OF INTEMPERANCE. 


I kxew him, long ere the bright glow of youth 

















Had left his cheek, and when the light laughter 
Sparkled ia his eye. We were classmates, and 
Many a time, when straying far away 

Amid the noiseless woods, he'd speak of days 

To come, and trace the path, he meant through life 
To follow. A stranger then was guile to him, 
And nought his bosom knew of care, all then 

Was peace and happiness and joy ; and oft, 

When speaking of vice, pointing out its snares, 
He would friendly counsel me, to beware 

Ofthem. He feared not for himself. ‘I know,” 
Said he, “‘ their evil far too well to fear.” 

We parted ; and but few short years flew by 
Refore we met—and sad indeed that hour 

To me! Ah why kept he not Ais counsels! 

Where then the glow of youth—the sparkling eye ? 
All, all had fled !—the sunken eye, the cheek, 
Once so fair and flushed with manly beauty~— 
Now bloated and disfigured—too plainly 

Told “ Intemperance deadly work was there !""— 
We met—oh God that hour—the wasted form — 
The trembling hand and fault’ring step—the voice 
When greeting, so hollow and unearthly ! 

Too sadly spoke “* the wreck of man’’—while the 
Heavy long drawn sigh, and the deep throbbings 
Of his breast betrayed his rooted anguish ! 

Death was in his countenance---the deadly 

Shafts of Intemperance had crushed the bud of life, 
He died an early victim to its power. P. 





What a solems interrogation is tits? And how 
impossible is it for any created being to answer the 
inquiry. No man on earth, no angel in heaven- can 
tell how long I have to live, or how long you have to 
live. Bat were | endued with a spirit of prophecy, 
and could { tell how long a fellow mortal has-to live, 
with what unspeakable anxiety would the question 
be proposed by such as are now living im a state of 
perfect indifference and insensibility. 

“How long have I to live?” This is a suitable 
question with which to commence a new period of our 
mortal existence. It affords a suitable subject of 
meditation, whenever death enters our families, our 
sanctuaries, or the neighborhood where we reside. 





TO OUR PATRONS. 


Several weeks have elapsed since the 26th No. of 
the present volume of the Religious Intelligencer was 
issued, when according to the conditions of the sub- 
scription, payment for the volume was due. At the 
commencement of the new year our payments be- 
come due, and we have to rely on the little sums of 
$2 and $2.50 to meet demands of bundreds ; and we 





earnestly request each of our subscribers, who have 


[Jan. 


not already paid, to settle their accounts with the 
agent, where there is one, or remit to us by mail. 

We shall feel grateful to agents who will settle 
their accounts to the end of the volume ; but we wish 
them not to delay any longer sending such sums as 
they may have received. 

Where there is no speciai agreement with an agent, 
two dollars and fifty cents will be expected. Five 
dollars will be received in full for the present and 
last volumes, if paid soon. 





FEMALE EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The Female Education Society acknowledges the 

following receipts, since July last : 

Aug. 26, From a Lady of New-York, 
** 30, From the Female Benevolent Socie- 
ty, Litchfield, 

Oct. 15, From the Female Education Socie- 
ty, Norwich, 

Nov. 8, From the Female Mite Society, New- 
Milford, 13 00 

Also articles of clothing. 

From the Female Benevolent Society, New- 

Hartford, by Mrs. Cook, 28 3-4 yards of 


$5 00 
30 00 
28 69 


homemade flannel, appraised, 14 37 
From the Ladies of Hamden, 2 bed quilts, 5 50 
From the Young Ladies’ Gleaning Society, 

New-Haven, 1 00 


From the Ladies’ Benevolent Society, Cole- 
brook, by Mr. J. Brockwell, 13 yards of 
homemade cloth, 13 00 

From the Young Ladies’ Reading and Charit- 
able Society, Lisbon, 29 pair yarn socks, ap- 
praised, 14 50 

From the Female Benevolent Society of Litch- 
field, a bed and bedding, with articles of 
clotiuug, by thomselves appraised, 43 00 

$168 06 

New-Haven, Jan. 2, 1828. 


—_—- — 


FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY FOR LITCH. 
FIELD COUNTY. 

The annual meeting of this important institution 
will be held at Litchfield, February 13th. An agent 
from the American Board is expected to visit ever; 
town in the county, (some have already been visited, ) 
previously to the annual meeting, in the following 


order : 

Sherman, Sabbath morning, Jan. 13; New-Mil 
ford, afternoon, 13; Bridgewater, 15; Roxbury, 16; 
5. Britain, 17; Southbury, 18; Woodbury, Sabbath, 
20; Bethlem, 21; Watertown, 22; Plymouth, 23; 
Northfield, 24; South Farins, 25; Milton, 26; Litch- 
field, Sabbath, 27; Goshen, Sabbath evening, 27 ; 
Norfolk, 28; South Canaan, 29; Cornwall, 30; Ells- 
worth, 31; Sharon, Feb. 1; Salisbury, Sabbath, 3 ; 
N. Canaan, Sabbath evening, 3; Colebrook, 4; Win 
sted, 5; Winchester, 6; New-Hartford, 7 ; Torring- 
ford, 8; Torrington, Sabbath, 10. 








Terms of the Intelligencer. —In advanee, $2,50. Sevencopies, $2, with an allowance of 10 per cent. to sgents- 
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